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For Immediate Release:

United Way of Lee County Names New Partner Agency
Ft. Myers, Fla.–The United Way of Lee County has announced that they will be providing $10,000 to the Children’s Network of Southwest Florida, to help relatives who are caring for abused and neglected children in their extended family.  The grant will provide those relatives with basic needs assistance at the time of placement.  Children’s Network of Southwest Florida was the only new Partner Agency chosen this year.
The Children’s Network of Southwest Florida is the local not for profit in charge of foster care and adoptions here in Southwest Florida.  During these hard economic times, the help could not have come at a better time.   “Currently, there are over 700 children in Lee County who have suffered from abuse and neglect,” said Nadereh Salim, CEO of Children’s Network. “Children who are removed from their parents experience severe loss.  Finding someone who knows them is our first priority, if they cannot be safe in their own homes.  These caregivers need our help to help their own families,” she added. 

“We are extremely pleased that the Children’s Network has become part of the network of United Way Partner Agencies.    Children’s Network provides critical services to children in our community and the United Way investment in this program will allow them to expand this much needed program.”, says Cliff Smith, President of United Way of Lee County.
The United Way of Lee, Hendry, and Glades Counties is a volunteer organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for all people in our community. This is accomplished through fundraising, fund distribution, community building, and information and referral. One contribution to the United Way campaign means you are helping support more than 140 programs in 72 local partner agencies that assist our friends, neighbors, family and co-workers.   Last year, United Way of Lee County agencies provided service to more than 300,000 people throughout our community. 

For more information about child abuse in your community, please call 239-226-1524.
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